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The Greater Victoria School District wishes to recognize the Songhees & Esquimalt Nations on whose 

traditional territories we live and do our work. 
 

Dear Families, 

We recognize that times have been difficult financially for many families lately, 

and we want to help. The school has access to supports available to assist and 

hopefully alleviate some stress around this. Please do let us know if your family 

would benefit from extra resources right now – be it daily lunches, extra food for 

home, or winter clothing for kids. You can confidentially email Tracey Gibson at 

tgibson@sd61.bc.ca, or Ms. Margetts at mmargetts@sd61.bc.ca. 

 
 

                  Save the date! 
 

Our Winter Concert is approaching fast, we are excited to 

announce that there will be two performances. 

 

Thursday, December 15th at 1:00 pm 

Thursday, December 15th at 6:00 pm (Students are to be in 

their classrooms for 5:45 pm) 

 

We are not giving out tickets to this event, we are hoping 

families who are able to make the 1:00 pm performance will 

do so, leaving space for the families who work during the day to come to the 6:00 pm 

performance. 

We can’t wait to see you there! 

 

 

Dogs on leash, please: “There are many parks and 

beaches throughout Greater Victoria where you 

can run your dog off leash.”  

“Public school grounds are NOT Leash Optional 

Areas at any time.”  

Please keep dogs on a leash and be mindful of 

your pet’s behaviors while on school grounds.  

For more information about off-leash parks, visit: 

www.vacs.ca/leash-optional-areas  

Outside Supervision: 

Supervision outside after school is until 2:52 pm.  

All parents/guardians are expected to pick up their child/ren at 2:37pm or 

before 2:52pm. 

Earthquake Container: Please keep off! 

There is an earthquake container behind the school by the trees. This is not to 

be climbed on at any time. Thank you for your cooperation!   

Clothes Needed: We are looking for gently used clothes for children aged 5-10. 

Items can be dropped at the office. Thank you! 

mailto:tgibson@sd61.bc.ca
mailto:mmargetts@sd61.bc.ca
http://www.vacs.ca/leash-optional-areas
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Dear Families of James Bay Community School, 

We have exciting news! 

Our students and staff have been invited to attend the Naden Band Concert 

at the Royal Theatre on Tuesday, December 6th at 12:15pm.  We are very 

excited and plan to attend this event as a whole school.  

Students and staff will be transported on buses to this event.  We will return to 

the school by 1:45pm. 

Please return the form (pdf below) to your child’s teacher by Monday 

December 5th if you wish for your child to not attend this school wide event.  

Thank you. 

Marla Margetts 

Principal 

Naden Band.pdf

 
 

 

 

We made the local news!! 
Please watch the link below! 

 

Sawatsky Sign-off: Kindness Bench (CTV News, Nov. 

25, 2022) 

https://vancouverisland.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2571116 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://vancouverisland.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2571116
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What to do when sick – please reference the chart below. We’ve included a PDF copy for 

printing.  

 

What to do when 

sick chart.pdf
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Attendance 

We are working hard to streamline our systems for your convenience, if your 

child is absent from school, our preference is an email to 

jamesbay@sd61.bc.ca, however, the attendance line - 250-383-7152 is still 

in operation for you to leave a message. In either case, please state your 

child's name, division number/teacher, the date and the reason for the absence before 9am 

on the day of the absence.  

If leaving a telephone message, please speak slowly and clearly.  

 

 

 

 
 

December 2nd – Fun Lunch for divisions 3, 4, 5 & 6 

December 6th – Naden Band Concert – whole school. See above for more information! 

December 13th to 15th – Book Fair (More info to come!) 

December 15th – Winter Concert 1:00 pm & 6:00 pm (More info above!) 

December 16th – Last day before Winter Break. Red and Green day 

December 17th to January 2nd – Winter Break!  

January 3rd – First Day Back!! 

January 27th – Pro D Day (No School) 
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2022/23 PAC Meeting Schedule: 

• All meetings will take place in the School Library and Child Minding will be available (Children 

must be of school age) 

o Thursday December 8th – 6:30pm 

o Thursday January 12th – 6:30pm 

o Thursday February 9th – 6:30pm 

o Thursday March 9th – 6:30pm 

o Thursday April 13th – 6:30pm 

o Thursday May 11th – 6:30pm 

o Thursday June 8th – 6:30pm 

If you have any questions, please reach out to your PAC Secretary, Kayleigh Martin at 

kay@kayrae.ca 

        

                    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kay@kayrae.ca
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3 Books = 1 Gift 
6th year of challenge  

 

 

 

This year, many families appreciate a bit of help with gifts for the upcoming holiday season.  Every month 

1000X5 pops 3000 books in 1000 gift bags:  three books for each receiving child.  A big shoutout also to 

Harbourside Rotary whose donation has helped us purchase more books for babies – always in short supply.  

 

Drop books for babies and preschoolers off in the pink bin by the Strong Start Room! 

 

 

SNAPSHOTS – Supporting our students by supporting those who care for them 

Snapshots provide a wide range of mental health and wellness information and resources to support students 

and families as they navigate through the K-12 years. The information in the Snapshots offers the opportunity 

for parents and caregivers to initiate conversations with their child(ren) that will assist them in making positive 

decisions about their mental and physical well-being. 

November’s Snapshots focus on the importance of getting proper rest. Getting a good night’s sleep may be one 

of the first things to fall off your radar, given the competing demands of a busy family life. But getting adequate 

sleep can be a game changer for children and youth. It supports their mental and physical health and allows 

young minds and bodies to develop and function properly. 

November Snapshots – Healthy Sleep: 

Early Learning and Elementary – The Power of Sleep 

Middle – The Power of Sleep 

Secondary – Is Your Teen Tired? 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/cpyeAdBr7Kd0y4mMyPgJVw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlRUtoP0QRaHR0cDovL2NtLnBuL2FyaXVXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmNj6BdkY8QcH0BSFG1tYXJnZXR0c0BzZDYxLmJjLmNhWAQAAAAC
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/fp5wnSx9mRzguBTXwdFGlA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlRUtoP0QRaHR0cDovL2NtLnBuL2FyaXZXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmNj6BdkY8QcH0BSFG1tYXJnZXR0c0BzZDYxLmJjLmNhWAQAAAAC
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